A karyological study of nine species of Torymus (Hymenoptera: Torymidae).
Haploid karyotypes composed of 5 metacentrics (T. umbilicatus, T. koebelei), 4 metacentrics plus 2 telocentrics (T. tubicola), 5 metacentrics plus 1 telocentric (T. warreni), 5 metacentrics plus 1 acrocentric (T. baccharidis, T. vesiculi, T. occidentalis, T. capillaceus), and 6 metacentrics (T. californicus) are described. Five metacentrics are postulated as ancestral for the Torymidae, based on karyotype frequency for the family and Robertsonian relationships among taxa. Karyotypes of 5 metacentrics plus 1 telocentric are considered ancestral for the genus Torymus. Derived karyotypes have apparently evolved independently in several lineages within the genus.